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The core of much discussion of the legacies of
hyphenated Latinos emanates from their Hispanic
background. But the Hispanic is not the only legacy;
there are multiple legacies in the case of Hispanics in
the United States. First there is the Hispanic legacy·the
conquest, colonialism, language, religion and relat ed
elements. Then there is the variant which derives from
the various Latin American nations of origin·from
Mexico, Puerto Rico, Cuba and the Caribbean, Central
and South America and Spain. This is the Latin Ameri-
can national legacy. But the ques tion of legacy does
not stop with the identification of the various countries
of origin and the colonial Hispanic element. These only
explain part of the cultural and social underpinning of
life in the United States today. 

In addition to the pervasive Hispanic legacy, there
are others which overlay this one in different quantities
and varia tions depending upon the historical make-up
of the region or nation of origin of the group. One
example of this is the African and indigenous legacies
which show up in some nations. Among Cubans and
Puerto Ricans, for example, as explained in the previ -
ous chapter and in other essays in this book, there is
the heavy influence and remains of African gods and
practices in the sante ría religion. This is only one such
example of this legacy. Similarly, the indigenous legacy
is evident in religion, magic, curing, the use  of herbs
and other techniques, food products, language and
others. 

The other legacies come from several different
sources. The first, of course, is the -American part of
the hyphenation, that is from participation in institu-
tions originated and developed by Anglo-Americans.
We shall call this the American legacy. It consists of the
historical and social context within which the Latino
must exist and live every day. It means the history of
the formation of the nation, the pledge of allegiance to
the American flag learned in the first grade, learning
English, working at jobs in American institutions, adjust-

ing to American neighbors with their curious customs
and prejudices, a new political sys tem, new forms of
entertainment, a highly developed material culture and
much more. It also means serving in the Armed Forces,
playing football and baseball, eating hot dogs and ham -
burgers, instead of going to bull fights and eating tacos.
Re gionalism is a factor here, too, as explained in the
previous chapter. Ethnic groups settle in regions of the
country, solidi fying their national origins within the con-
text of a regional American culture. 

The ethnic legacy is the ethnic experience in this
country. It is what distinguishes Mexican Americans
from recent Mexicans and Puerto Rican Americans
from those who have never lived the ethnic experience
in the United States. It means living in this country as
part of a discriminated against minority, of uncer tainty,
of adapting to new cultural circumstances and the shar-
ing of this experience with others of the same or simi-
lar backgrounds. It is often what links Chicanos with 
Puerto Ricans, or Cubans with American Blacks. 

Much of the first part of our discussion on legacies
has been discussed under the rubric of borders, crossing
borders, mostly national boundaries, and the develop-
ment of border cul tures, especia lly along the United
States-Mexico border (Weaver 1983). This includes such
considerations as when the migration of the Hispanic
people occurred and the conditions at the place of ori-
gin and at the place of destination. How were they
treated when they arrived in this country? Were they
treated as criminals because of the nature of their entry,
as in the case of Mexicans and others? Or were they
welcomed because they were considered political
refugees from an oppressive communist regime, as in
the case of Cuban migrants? But there are other borders
which are not physical. These are ethnic boundaries,
psycholo gical states crossed, utilized and de  veloped in
adjustment, in dropping one set of national cultural stan-
dards and picking up another, and of replacing old
social habits with new ones. 
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This essay explores the many legacies carried by
Latinos living in the United States and also describes
and analyzes the problems of crossing national and
creating cultural borders, which is another way of say-
ing creating legacies. This will entail the discussion of
how borders were created which made up the new
homeland for Latinos, how their old national polities
are related to them and to the United States, in what
num bers and when these borders have been crossed,
and what the consequences have been in terms of
social and cultural adjust ments and quality of life.
Before covering this topic, however, we must review
the basic demographics and locations of the var ious
Latino populations in the United States.

Demographic Considerations

Hispanic or Latino is not a monolithic or uniform
category. Each regional group differs in the demo-
graphic characteristics or indices of poverty, education
and other such factors, but even where they are similar

there are different historical and local conditions which
dictate the particular profile.

A United States census survey of March 1989 found
20.1 million Hispanics living in this country.  The sub-
group composi tion included 12.6 million Mexican
Americans, 2.5 million Central and South Americans,
2.3 million Puerto Ricans, and 2.7 million Cuban and
other Hispanics. The „other Hispanics‰ category also
includes migrants from Spain, Basques in Nevada and
northern California, and Sephardics who have lived all
over the United States for a number of years, but who
have remained relatively separate and not unified polit-
ically. The total represents a 39.1 percent increase over
the 1980 population of 14.5 million. The 1980 His-
panic population constituted 6.5 percent and the cur-
rent numbers represent 8.2 percent of the total United
States popula tion. About two-thirds of Hispanics live in
three states, Cali fornia with 34 percent, Texas with 21
percent, and New York with 10 percent. Other states
with large Hispanic populations are Florida, 8 percent,
Arizona, Colorado and New Mexico, 8 percent com-
bined, Illinois, 4 percent, and New Jersey, 3 percent.
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Gonzalo Espinoza, one of the artists honored at the Museo Chicano.  The work is entitled „Las Señas Están Llenas de
Noche.‰  (Photo by Thomas B. Weaver.)
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These census figures do not include the 1989 estimate
by the Immigra tion and Naturalization Service of from
1.7 to 2.9 million per sons who live in the country ille-
gally. They are mostly Mexicans, but also include sub-
stantial numbers of Guatemalans, Dominicans, and
others. If current trends continue Hispanics will consti-
tute the largest minority group in the United States by
the year 2000. This projection has many implications
for the political, cultur al, educational, economic, and
other aspects of life in this country for Hispanics, as
well as for non-Hispanics.

Mexican American Demographics
Mexican Americans are the largest of the Hispanics

groups living in the United States, representing almost
two-thirds of all Hispanics. Ninety percent of all Mexi-
can Americans live in the Southwest, with smaller pro-
portions scattered along the Pacific coast, in the
Midwest near Chicago and smaller groups in every
state. The phrase Mexican American also covers the
descendants of the colonial population who survived in
the Southwest after the American occu pation. Of the
whole population, some 80,000 colonials were created
through conquest and annexation between 1845 and
1854, and there may be as many as 250,000 descen-
dants today. Another larger number is accounted for
through Mexican immigration in the  nineteenth and
twentieth centuries. They have a higher birth rate than
Puerto Ricans, Cubans and Anglos. Today there are
almost 13 million Mexican America ns, most of whom
arrived in recent dec ades.  The Mexican side of the
border has become one of the fastest growing urban
regions in the world, swelling to a popula tion of 20 mil-
lion persons. Many Mexican border residents cross the
border into the United States every day legally for
employ ment under various United States laws as com-
muters, as shoppers, or illegally to fill the high demand
for agricultural, industrial or other low paying jobs
available on this side of the border.

Mexican Americans living in different parts of the
country vary slightly in demographic characteristics by
age, sex, place of origin, background, physical charac-
teristics, place of resi dence, class, education, occupa-
tion, religion, political beliefs and experience in the
United States and Mexico.  The reason for this is that
they came at different times from different regions in
Mexico. They also represent what has been referred to
as reflections of the changing characteristics of the
migrant stream. This means that the early migrants from
Mexico represent ed a rural to urban movement of une-
ducated, agricultural, un skilled laborers, whereas the
recent migrants are urban to urban migrants and are
more highly educated, skilled and likely to work in

other than agricultural occupations.  In recent years a
change from rural-farm to urban-industrial occupati ons
and resi dence has occurred as the migrant stream has
matured, which means that migrant characteristics con-
tinue to reflect the current characteristics of the home
population. The average Mexican American is young,
speaks both English and Spanish and was born in the
United States of United States born parents.  Ninety
percent of all Mexican Americans belong to the
Catholic Church. They have less education than the
average Anglo, and also than any other Hispanic group.

The Cuban Demographic Profile
The 1970 census counted over 560,000 Cubans living

in the United States with about 80 percent having been
born in Cuba. By 1980 the Cuban population based in
the United States had risen to 831,000, and in the next
decade to over 1,000,000.  The Cuban Refugee Pro-
gram  helped to resettle over 150,000 Cubans away
from Florida between 1961 and 1972, so that now they
are found in every state in the union. An interesting
aftermath of the Cuban Refugee Relocation Program is
that in the last decade many have returned to Florida.
There are an estimated 2.3 million Cubans living in the
United States today, a figure which represents ten to fif-
teen percent of the total population of Cuba, itself. Per-
haps there is no other nation, except Mexico, which has
such a large percentage of its native people living in
another country.

Cubans, more than other Hispanic groups, live in
urban and metropolitan areas (97 percent in fourteen
cities), usually suburban (57 percent), centered in
Dade County, Florida and Union City·West New York
in New Jersey, across the Hudson from New York City,
but large groups also live in Hartford, Los Angeles and
Chicago.  The New Jersey area has been a favorite
place to settle because of employment opportunities in
its light industry, warehousing and transportation busi-
nesses. The early migrants, but also the later ones
came from urban areas in Cuba, and the recent
migrants from rural areas tended to settle where they
had relatives or where they could find a Cuban cultural 
ambience, which turned out to be an urban area.

The demographic profile of Cuban Americans falls in
the middle, closer to whites than to Hispanics or
Blacks. This is true for all demographic measures such
as fertility, age composi tion, education, economic and
social status, male to female ratio and others.  Cubans
are older than other populations in the United States,
11 years older than other Hispanics and 3 years older
than other Americans. In this connection Cubans have
a lower fertility rate than other Hispanic groups.  Part
of the reason for these two characteristics has to do
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with selective factors influenced by Cuban politics as
to who could or did migrate.  Another factor is the gen-
erally higher socio-economic class standing of Cubans.
Persons of higher class status tend to have less children
in the Western world as a whole. Cubans are better
employed, earn higher per capita incomes, have lower
unemployment rates and higher labor skills than Mexi-
can Americans and Puerto Ricans. 

In 1953 a Cuban census listed whites as composing
72 percent of the population, whereas in 1970 a United
States census indi cated that 95 percent were white
Cuban Americans.  Some of the same selective factors
which worked in the migration of other Cubans from
Cuba played a selective part in the migration of Black
Cubans. The socialist revolution focused more on the
poor lower classes than on others and Blacks formed a
large part of this sector. Because they were the poorest,
Blacks benefited much more from the revolution than
did the upper class whites. White Cubans had family
networks present which helped in their settle ment and
easier adjustment, whereas, Black Cubans had none.
Black Cubans have suffered more discrimination than
white Cubans in the United States, both from Americans
and from Cubans.  There is a feeling among Cubans that
Blacks welcomed the Castro revolution and cooperated
with it, and they hold this against them. Black Cubans
are found in higher numbers and percentages in the
New York-New Jersey area than in the Florida region
because, as some have suggested, of the more tolerant
racial atmosphere found in the northern than in the
southern United States.

Cuban Sub-Group Variation
Although most Americans tend to think that all

Cubans are industrious, white, hard working peo ple,
rich and upper or middle class, this was probably only
true of the migrants who came before the 1970s.
Since then emigres have tended to represent all walks
of Cuban life from the upper to the lowest classes and
all occupations and skin color. Still, there is more white
Cuban repres ent ation than Black.  The Cuban revolu-
tionary leadership emphasized racial equality as a fac-
tor in socialist Cuba and has continued to highlight the
problems of persons of color in the United States. The
experiences of Black Cubans in the United States have
tended to support this disparity. 

Other variation in the Cuban American population
includes represent atives of the elderly, of Puerto Rican
Cubans and of Asian and Jewish Cubans. Asian Cubans
is a category of migrants little known or discussed. In
1953 there were over 16,000 persons of Asian descent
in Cuba, and in 1970 the United States Census listed
two percent of the Cuban American population as

being of Asian extraction. Most were small business
owners and worked in service industries in Cuba
before the revolution, employment which was elimi-
nated by the socialists. A large contingent of Cubans
live in Puerto Rico·between 40,000 and 45,000 per-
sons. This is a place used by other Caribbeans, such as
Dominicans, as a staging area for migration to the
United States. However, Puerto Rico is also the final
destination of many Cubans and Dominicans. The
elderly are a large component of the Cuban migratory
popula tion, composing about 10 percent of Cubans in
the United States who are 65 years or older. Although
Jewish and Black Cubans represent rather small propor-
tions of the Cuban American popula tion, sym bolica lly
they are significant. 

Movement to the United States has changed the
social class structure of the Cuban population.  In
Cuba before 1959, class was based on family back-
ground; in the United States it is based on occupation,
income and achievement. Many early families of higher
social status in Cuba have lost their wealth and social
standing. A class consciousness has developed along
with the success which Cuban Americans have had in
economic endeavors.  The consequence has been the
publication of social registers, the rise of social clubs
and reporting in newspapers of significant and lavish
social events. Weddings, birthdays and the Quin -
ceañera, or fifteenth birthday coming out party for girls, 
are occasions for families to display their wealth.

Puerto Rican Population
Like Cuba, Puerto Rico was taken from Spain in the

Spanish American War of 1898 and it was  gov erned
directly until the 1940s when it  received the dubious
title of Commonwealth and some supposed autonomy
over its own affairs. Puerto Ricans are citizens of the
United States, but do not control monetary and military
policy. Puerto Ricans are economic migrants, coming to
the United States during times when job opportunities
are greatest and returning to Puerto Rico when eco-
nomic conditions decline.  Another very important dif-
ference is that since 1971 Puerto Ricans have been
citizens of the United States and so arrive with a differ-
ent legal and residency status. However, they are not so
perceived by the majority of Americans who are liable
to see them as Puerto Ricans rather than as Ameri cans.

Since World War II, Puerto Rico has been character-
ized by high unemployment·as high as 40 percent at
times, and for this reason there has been high out
migration. In 1946 travel restrictions imposed during
wartime were lifted and the result was the migration of
about 40,000 people, mostly to New York City, adding
to the estimated 50,000 to 75,000 Puerto Ricans living
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there. As expected, most of the early migrants were
men seeking employment, of lower class and rural ori-
gin. Between 1950 and 1960, persons born in Puerto
Rico and living in the New York City increased by
292,000.  After this, in the 1970s migra tion diminished,
but there is now a third generation of Puerto Ricans in
the United States who are increasing mostly by natural
means (Dominguez 1975, 24-27). In 1972 there were
an estimated 1.5 million Puerto Ricans living in this
country, mostly in the inner cities of metropolitan
areas. Although the early migrants tended to congre-
gate in New York City, more recent populations have
moved to New Jersey, Hartford, Connecticut, and
other sea board metropolitan areas. Today, they num-
ber over 2.3 million persons.

Dominican and Other Hispanic Demographics

Dominicans constitute the largest of the „other
Hispanic migrants,‰ but in recent decades they have
been joined by persons of Hispanic origin from other
Latin American nations. The largest recent group
are Central Americans, mostly Guatemalans and
Nicaraguans, who, displaced by turmoil in their
own countries, have been settling in areas which have
previously attracted Hispanics. The mass migration
of Dominicans to the United States began with political
conflicts which occurred after the death of President
Trujillo in 1961, hence most of those who came were
political refugees, but in recent years they have come
for economic rea sons. In 1971 there were about
180,000 Dominicans in New York City alone. Many
Dominicans entered the country through Puerto Rico,
sometimes posing as citizens of that region to avoid
depor tation. In 1970 about two-thirds of the migrants
were housewives, children and others with no occupa-
tion. Professionals accounted for under three percent,
low in comparison with migrants from other places.
The rest were ski l led and unskil led workers
(Dominguez 1975, 18-20). Today there may be as
many as one million Dominicans living in the United
States, many in the Southwest and Califor nia.

Although most of the Dominicans who migrate to
the United States live in the New York City metropoli-
tan area, about 18 percent reporting under the alien
address program in 1972 claimed Puerto Rico as
home.  This would be consonant with the use of
Puerto Rico as a staging area for eventual migration to
the mainland. Reports are that Dominicans cluster in
several regions in a self-segregating pattern. After
reaching New York, the migrant lives with relatives and
friends for a period of time until employment and more
permanent residence is found.  This pattern duplicates
that of other migrants from Latin America.

The Hispanic Legacy  
The Hispanic legacy is separated theoretically from

the Latin American national legacy, but in fact they
overlap. The first starts with the arrival of Spaniards in
the New World and merges with national legacies with
the cutting of political ties with Spain. Briefly, the first
named refers to a heritage of Hispanic language, fam-
ily, religion (specifically the Catholic religion), a ten-
dency towards authoritarianism, hierarchical ordering,
patriarchy, importa nce of the male and other institu -
tions, norms and behaviors which have a long standing
tradition in people who live in Latin America or who
are Latinos in the United States. The Latin American
national legacy is the heritage which has developed
since the gaining of autonomy from Spain around the
first third of the nineteenth century. It includes specific
histories of local revolutions, the succession of ca -
ciques, military leaders, sometimes political oppression
and poverty and of the special mix and interactions of
Black, in digenous and European peoples. We say Euro-
pean peoples because the contact within each country
has included other than Spaniards in the last century. 

About two-thirds of the Hispanics living in the
United States are recent first-generation migrants
(Estrada 1985). However, Hispanics are not new resi-
dents to this country.  By the time of the first European
settlement in the northeast coastal region there were
persons of Hispanic culture and language living in
Cuba, Puerto Rico, Florida and in the southwest of
what has become the United States, but which was
then the northern exten sion of northern New Spain,
later to become northern Mexico. Most of this His-
panic population interbred with indigenous popula -
tions, and so most of the migrants to the United States
have been of mixed origin, Mestizos, as they are called
in some places. A portion of the new migration to the
United States is of African descent. These are descen-
dants of the Black slaves introduced into the Caribbean
beginning in the sixteenth century as laborers when the
indigenous population was reduced or eliminated
through disease, warfare, or forced labor. This topic of
mixed legacies·Hispanic, African, indigenous, has
been alluded to above and will be discussed later.

Early Settlement of the Southwest,
Florida and Louisiana

Parts of what came to be called the United States
were opened up to settlement by Spanish explorers in
the sixteenth century. Ponce de León was governor of
San Juan Bautista (later named Puerto Rico) when in
1513 he landed in „la Pascua florida‰ (later called
Florida) in the quest of which many are still involved
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today·the search for perpetual youth and immortality.
In 1565 Spaniards founded the first city in North Amer-
ica at St. Augus tine, Florida, which later became an
important military garrison.  Similarly, sorties by Ca -
beza de Vaca in 1527 from Louisiana through the
South west, and of Coronado in 1540, also through the
Southwest, fired the imagination of potential explorers
and set tlers of New Spain (the Southwest of the United
States). The first city here was established at Santa Fe
at the end of the seventeenth century, well before the
founding of the settlements in the northwest by pil-
grims from Britain. 

It is evident from the historical events depicted that
early Hispanic populations were not migrants in the
sense of their twentieth-century counterparts, that is
economic or political refugees. Instead, they were pio-
neers, explorers, itinerant merchants, soldiers and mis-
sionaries who came to explore these regions, to
construct homes, to wrest the land away from the abo-
riginal inhabitants, to establish businesses and perma-
nent settlements and to Christianize the natives. They
were the Hispanic colonial settlers of Cuba, Puerto
Rico and of Florida, Louisiana, Texas, New Mexico, Ari-
zona and California. The de scendants of these colonial
peoples in the continental United States came to be
called Tejanos, Hispanos (Manitos) and Cali fornios.
Missionary activity in the latter mentioned territories
did much to establish the basis of city and town life in
Santa Fe in the seventeenth century and  San Antonio,
Albuquerque, Tucson, San Francisco, Los Angeles, San
Diego and El Paso in the eighteenth century. In these
and other towns and villages they pacified, subjugated,
Christianized and congregated Indians who were then
used as laborers in mines, farms and cattle ranches,
and were made to produce crafts and materials to be
shipped south to Spanish commercial centers in what
is present day Mexico. 

In 1762 France had secretly ceded the Louisiana Terri-
tory to Spain, received it back in 1800, and in 1803 sold
it to the United States. The French character of parts of
the state of Louisiana is more prominent today than its
Hispanic spirit. In 1819 the United States purchased and
annexed Florida, but, con trary to the case cited above,
Florida maintained its Spanish legacy in architecture and
popular myth, although not much is heard about
descendants of its colonial populations. It is impor tant
from an Hispanic point of view today for its large Cuban
community, which is a relatively recent phenomenon.

Mexico and Creation of the Southwest
Texas and New Mexico were colonized in the late

seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries by the
establishm ent of missions, presidios, towns and

ranches along the present United States border with
Mexico. There were extensions of Spanish settlement
from Durango and San Luis Potosi northward to the
Southwestern settlements. By the next century, there
were settlements established in Arizona and California.
At the time of Mexican independence from Spain in
1821, there were four principal areas of settlement in
the southwest United States: the northern Rio Grande
in New Mexico, scattered towns and ranches along the
California coast from Los Angeles to San Francisco,
small settlements in the lower Rio Grande River and in
San Antonio and  Tucson. The economy focussed
mainly on agriculture and livestock. A class-caste like
system had de veloped with government officials, land
owners, priests and military officers at the top of the
system, and lower down were the soldier-settlers, with
the mixed-breed Indians and Indians at the bottom of
the class heap. Independence from Spain diminished
MexicoÊs centralist holds on its northern frontier settle-
ments, which quickly developed economic and other
links to the United States, primarily through the over-
land trade along the Santa Fe Trail between New Mex-
ico and St. Louis.

The Cuban and Puerto Rican Hispanic Legacy
Cuba and Puerto Rico had been ruled by Spain from

the early 1500s to 1898. The patterns for both Cuba
and Puerto Rico were similar during this period. In its
earliest years, Cuba was a supply port and communi -
cations center for colonizers bound for other places in
Latin America. The Indian population dropped quickly
from a high of near 200,000 to 3,000 at the time of the
first expedition to Mexico in 1519. The native popula-
tion could not cope with the new diseases and social
and work conditions introduced by the Span iards.
After this the islandÊs population grew very slowly. Al -
though sugar and slavery were introduced as early as
1517 they were not economically important until the
latter half of the nineteenth century. Tobacco, beef and
hides became important products in the 1700s. After
the American Revolution, sugar became an important
export to the United States and the introduction of
steam powered mills in 1819 led to the expansion of
the sugar and, later, the coffee industries. 

The growth of sugar and coffee production precipi-
tated an increase of the use of slaves until emancipa-
tion was declared in 1880, but not before 1,000,000
slaves had been brought to Cuba. An 1846 census
showed over one-half million whites, one-quarter mil-
lion blacks and mulattos and 660,000 slaves (Boswell
and Curtis 1984, 14). A booming economy followed
independence and almost 850,000 European and
American people migrated to the island so that the
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1953 census vouched that 73 percent of the popula-
tion was white and 27 percent either black or mulatto.
The latter part of the nineteenth century witnessed sev-
eral attempts by Cubans to gain independence from a
Spain which controlled the economy, forbade the culti-
vation of certain crops, regulated prices and monopo-
lized trade and com merce. The most prominent of the
rebel leaders was José Martí, who eventually, after
exile to Spain and life in the United States mounted a
military attempt to win independence. By this time the
Cuban economy was ragged, with sugar prices at low
levels, the cheap labor available through slavery abol-
ished, with tobacco and coffee in low production and
unemployment at high levels. 

The almost 400-year history of rule and dominance
by Spain left its imprint on Cuban culture. Spanish lan-
guage, the Catholic religion, a plantation, monocrop
economy, Spanish social structure and other institu-
tions were well ensconced in Cuba by the beginning of
the twentieth century. Spanish law created a central-
ized governme nt and trade and commerce were in the
hands of a few upper-class persons. Sugar and tobacco
were the major crops for export to Spain. The social
system was stratified, with a few rich families in control
of polity and economy, and a large mass of poor peo-
ple working the land and reaping little for themselves.
Family patterns which emphasized the importance of
male dominance, female virginity and submis sion, of
aristocratic family names and submission to paternal
figures were part of this legacy from Spain.

The American Historical Legacy
The political economy of Latinos in the United States

is related to the history of political and economic
relations be tween this country and the country of ori-
gin of its Hispanic migrants. Economic relation ships
over the past century and a half have created changes
in their native lands and affected the migrations and
lives of these people. The ups and downs of the Ameri-
can economy and its political vicissitu des are clearly
related to the attraction of this country for the migra-
tion of workers, the kind of work they will do and the
lack of employ ment in their own countries.  Although
Latino groups have experi enced generally similar pat-
terns there are differences among them partially
related to the region of the country settled in, the
economy of that region and the characteristics of the
original populations before they emigrated.

The rapid economic and territorial expansion of the
United States in the nineteenth century affected the
countries of origin of the majority of the Latinos who
came to live here·Mexico, Cuba and Puerto Rico.
Towards the end of the century, each coun try came

under its hegemony through direct conquest. Mexico
lost one-third of its land by incorporation into the United
States, Puerto Rico and Cuba were lost to Spain, with
Cuba re gaining autonomy and Puerto Rico achieving
commonwealth status. The economic activity of the
United States during the early part of the current century
brought each of these countries further into its aegis. 

The American Historical Legacy for Mexicans
The earliest Americans had penetrated the moun-

tains north of New Mexico in the early part of the nine -
teenth century and illicit trade and trap ping occurred
until the opening of the Santa Fe Trail in 1821. Follow-
ing the establishment of links with the United States,
many Anglo-Americans arrived·trappers and mer-
chants, mountain men, other vagrants, and later mostly
bankers, lawyers, businessmen and government offi-
cials.  All of these intruders had interests in resources
such as trade, furs, or in land. These early Americans
intermarried with Hispanic women and in this way
attained some land grants. At this time, three-fourths of
all Hispanic colonials lived in New Mexico. The intrud-
ers found a population which had developed in relative
isolation on the far northern frontier of the Spanish and
Mexican government and society. 

In the 1830s American settlers were granted permis-
sion to live in Texas by the Mexican government and
they became citizens, soon outnumbering the Tejanos
25,000 to 5,000. These Americans, mostly from the
southern part of the United States, came with their
prejudices and racism in place, took control of much of
the available land and revolted in 1835 after offers to
purchase Texas by the United States were rejected.
Texas was annexed in 1845 after it had declared its
independence, an act which angered the Mexicans.
War broke out between Mexico and the United States
in 1846, and this led to the invasion of Mexico and the
capture of Mexico City in 1847. 

Initial conquest of the Southwest in 1848 occurred
with little bloodshed, but outbreaks occurred after-
wards in California and New Mexico. The resulting
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo that year ceded one-third
of MexicoÊs territory to the United States. It gave a
choice of citizenship to the residents of the area. The
Mesilla Valley had been excluded, but it and an area
extending westward was needed for a southern railway
route, and, therefore, was purchased under the Gads-
den Treaty of 1853 for ten million dollars. This vast
region was eventua lly divided into the present states of
California, Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado, Kansas,
Oklahoma, Nevada, Utah and Wyoming. 

When the current boundary between Mexico and
the United States was finalized in the 1850s, there
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were some 80,000 persons of Mexican citizenry who
chose to remain in the United States. After this the
colonial Hispanic population became a maligned
minority, objects of discrimination, land confiscation
and a people with second-class citizenship. The migra-
tion of Mexicans for the remainder of the nineteenth
century was modest, but it became increasingly larger
during the twentieth century. It has always been tied to
the periodic economic needs of Mexican workers in
Mexico and opportunities in the United States. For
example, the California gold rush in the 1850s
attracted thousands of miners from Sonora, with many
remaining after the gold rush. Also, economic booms
in cattle, sheep, cotton and vegetables in Texas during
the last third of the nineteenth century increased migra-
tion from Mexico. 

Arizona remained predominantly Mexican American
until the late 1870s. Tucson served as a supply center
for the Army and as a trading center and conduit
between the east and west coasts. New Mexico contin-
ued to have an ethnic plurality throughout the nine-
teenth century. Large numbers of Anglos were not
attracted at the beginning because of the lack of eco-
nomic opportunities. After 1870 Anglo ranchers moved
into „Little Texas‰ in the southeast part of the State.
Southern California also continued to have a plurality of
Hispanics for a long period representing an exception
to the northern part of the state which was inundated
with Americans, Chinese and others who were
attracted by the Gold Rush of the 1850s.  Where they
were in the plurality, Hispanics continued to wield
some political power, such as in southern California and
New Mexico. In Texas they had little political power
because Mexican Americans were in the minority.
Anglo political bosses had economic power and poll
taxes were imposed to restrict access to elective offices.
The control over police and legal institutions perpetu-
ated this powerlessness, which was further hampered
by language barriers and lack of understanding of the
new social and political institutions. Early Californios, as
in the case of Texas and New Mexico participated in
politics and elections, but later were outnum bered and
lost power. Inequitable laws were passed which placed
them at a disadvantage economically and socially. 

In Arizona Anglos convinced Congress to separate it
from New Mexico in 1862 and they dominated politics
and economy after that.  Arizona became a state before
New Mexico in 1912, and one of the arguments made
to keep New Mexico as a territory, and which had kept
both states waiting, was the high „Mexican‰ popu lation,
which was considered not capable of citizenship. New
Mexico was different because of its ethnic plurality,
political bossism (patrones), and the holding of politica -
lly important offices by members of the colonial popula-

tion. The 35-member Hispano block among the 100 del-
egates to the first constitutio nal convention in 1910
brought many rights and privileges to the native popula-
tion in the form of the prohibition of segregated
schools, bilingual teacher education, the reaffirmation of
the rights granted under provisions of  the Treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo and making Spanish and English
official languages re quired in all public documents. 

There were many changes which occurred in the
late nineteenth century. Whatever power was garnered
by the post-American con quest by the colonial popula-
tions was soon diminished as a result of the loss of
their lands as an economic base. Many people were
cheated out of their lands in Texas, California and New
Mexico because they lacked understanding of new
laws and institutions, language problems, lack of edu-
cation, legal manipulations and outright cheating, lying
and stealing by the Anglo migrants. The once land
based population became migrant laborers, working at
low paying wage labor, with the economy character-
ized by women as domestics, debt peonage as a form
of economic enslavement and traditional towns being
converted into barrios when they were overrun by
urban settlements. Segregated barrios and colonias
developed and survived through a combination of
choice by its residents because of cultural attachments
and by force of law and segregational forces. Within
areas in which the Mexican origin population predomi-
nated  customs persisted·bullfights, rodeos, horse
races, fiestas, Mexican Independence Day (September
16), Cinco de Mayo (May 5), and the Church remained
the center of religious life.

Catholicism in the Hispanic regions which were to
become American territory had been well tended by
Jesuits, Franciscans and other orders of the Church.
After the American Conquest, the void left by the loss
of priests in the Southwest was filled by Irish, French,
German and American priests. They did not under -
stand the folk Catholicism and language of the people.
The par ishes were poor and there were few parochial
schools. The new priests had prejudicial attitudes
towards the colonial frontier popula tion. This discrimi-
nation and neglect of the population by the Church
continued for many years and in a way opened the
way for Protestant competition.  

The building of the railroad in northern Mexico in
the 1880s provided an easy means of transportation.
At the same time, eco nomic pressures on the small
landowners caused them to lose their lands to large
haciendas, with farm workers trapped into peonage
relations with their employers through credit servitude.
One of the consequences of this situation was a large
scale migration to cities within Mexico. The develop-
ment of mining and agriculture in northern Mexico in
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the early part of the twentieth century set the stage for
future migrations by commenc ing the build up of pop-
ulation on the northern border. 

Mexican Migration History
The first wave of Mexican mi grants was out of the

rural areas into the larger cities in Mexico and the
United States. They were mostly male, young, single
migrants. Many were circular migrants at first, moving
back and forth seasonally between the home village
and place of work. The revolution after 1910 against
Porfirio Diaz caused a great social upheaval and many
political refugees migrated to the United States where
they found jobs with higher paying wages. This pattern
continued into the 1920s with the pressures of the
Cristero Revolution (1926-29) and with continued pull
factors in the American Southwest. One-half mil lion
Mexicans entered the United States in the 1920s with
perma nent visas. The first migrants were from the poor-
est, rural areas in the central plateau region. Those who
came to the United States went mostly to the South-
west, but also elsewhere in the United States. 

The strict immigration rules and regulations of 1921
and 1924 did not apply to the Western hemisphere,
but opposition to Mexican immigration slowly grew.
The Border Patrol was estab lished in 1924, an act
which was to herald a period of repression and diffi-
culty for those trying to cross the border. In 1928 the
literacy test as a requirement for immigrant status in
the United States began to be applied with rigor. This
and the onset of the Great Depression led to a less-
ened migration of Mexicans in the 1930s, and many
Mexicans left the United States. The perception that
Mexicans were surplus labor, competing for jobs with
Ameri cans and a dredge on welfare funds, led to the
Repatriation Program in which one-half million persons
were sent back to Mexico, among whom were Ameri-
can citizens who were the spouses and chil dren of the
deported workers.

The Mexican American experience between 1900
and 1940 in cluded mostly migratory agricultural labor,
with an increase in urbanization in some regions char-
acterized by overcrowded barri os, cheap housing and
the creation of isolated pockets of Mexi can communi-
ties where they had been employed in the construction
of railroads, or along migrant agricultural streams. This
is sometimes referred to as „fallout‰ migration. The pre-
dominant settlement pattern in the early years of this
century, however, was in small rural towns near large
agricultural farms where seasonal work was readily
available. The creation of these popu lation enclaves
led to other activities·development of sociedades
mutualis tas (mutual aid societies), many for different

self-help func tions, such as burial services, to act as
social clubs, to pro mote voting rights, for cultural pur-
poses, for legal defense, to create educati onal opportu-
nities or to fight discrimination in educational and
other institutions. LULAC and GI Forum were the most
well known. The chapter in this volume by Vigil dis-
cusses this topic at length.

The American Historical Legacy in Cuba
The final stage of territorial expansion by the United

States came with the termination of the Spanish Ameri-
can War of 1898. Towards the end of the nineteenth
century, the Cuban people had begun to rebel against
Spanish dominion. When the revolution was well on its
way and it appeared that the rebels were succeeding,
the United States anchored the battleship Maine in the
Havana harbor, pre sumably to protect American citi-
zens.  The Maine was mysteriously blown up, killing
260 sailors; the explosion turned out later to have
been caused by an on-board accident. Spain was
blamed for the disaster; the United States declared war
and, after a combat that lasted four months, both coun-
tries signed an armistice by which Spain ceded the
colonies of Cuba, Puerto Rico, Guam, Hawaii and the
Philippines to the United States.  The Cuban rebel
forces were not invited to the signing of the treaty and
were not included in the negotiations, a fact which has
been resented by the Cuban people and government
ever since. Cuba was granted independence in 1902,
but was occupied and administered by the U. S. gov-
ernment from 1898 to 1902. 

Conditions did not improve for the Cuban people as
a whole after the revolution and independence from
Spain.  The pattern continued of economic and politi-
cal domination by another coun try·this time the
United States. Technology, know-how and the pres-
ence of many Americans on the island were attributes
of this domination. Under American influence the
Cuban economy grew. American capital was used to
construct new sugar mills and plan tations, and by the
1950s 80 percent of CubaÊs total exports went to the
United States. Americans owned most of CubaÊs elec -
trical industry, railroads, the telephone company and
much of the tobacco and mining industries. Between
1933 and 1959, Cuba was under the influence of Ful-
gencio Batista and many claimed that he was a puppet
dictator imposed or allowed by the United States
because he was good for American business. But
before Batista, there had been a series of leaders who
had arrived poor and left rich, a symptom of the cor-
ruption which pervaded the society before 1959.

Although Cuba compared favorably with other third
world countr ies, in 1950 the distribution of this wealth
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was skewed towards the upper and middle classes.
Health conditions were good for the upper classes in
Havana, but the rural region was popu lated by poorly
nourished people. Havana witnessed gambling, the
„high life,‰ prostitution and tourism.  High profits were
made by the upper classes and by foreigne rs, mostly
Americans. The poorest 40 percent of the population
received 6.2 percent, with the wealthiest 20 percent
receiving 60 percent of the income. One-fourth of the
population was illiterate, 30 percent were unemployed,
employment was seasonal and there were great dispar -
ities between city and country, with the best health
facilities and services and highest standards of living
prevailing in the city (Boswell and Curtis 1984, 19).

The American Legacy for Mexicans in the
Twentieth Century

It could be said that although the American legacy
began its impact on the Mexican-Spaniard who had
been living in the South west in the eighteenth century,
it was affecting a very small population. The American
legacy for Mexicans becomes more appar ent in the
first part of this century when Mexicans begin a more
deliberate migration to the north to seek employment
and to avoid the poor conditions found in Mexico. The
first 30 years of the present century saw a continued
expansion of the economic base of the Southwest in
agriculture, mining, food processi ng, packing, shipping,
textile manufacturing and chemical production. The
passage of the Reclamation Act of 1902 authorized the
feder ally funded construction of large dams and reser-
voirs and led to labor intensive irrigated farming.  The
railroads, mining and oil industry expanded, also
encouraging the migration of laborers from Mexico.  A
growth concomitant to these economic expansions
occurred in the migration of Mexicans until the 1930s,
with about 700,000 migrating legally. World War I also
brought many Mexicans willing to help with the short-
age of labor in the Midwest and North. During the first
30 years of the twentieth century most migrants went
to the Southwest, with an eventual distribution of 40
percent to Texas and 30 percent to California by the
1940s. 

Most of these migrants went into occupations which
were unskilled or semi-skilled, mostly in agriculture,
with 35 percent of the men and 20 percent of the
women working as farm laborers in 1930, but they also
worked in other occupations. WomenÊs partici pation in
the labor force was minimal at first, but increased with
the arrival of families, instead of the single unmarried
men who were the first migrants. In later years a small
middle class developed in the barrios or colonias
because of the need to serve the Chicano population.

Small businesses sold dry goods and groceries and pro-
vided services in restaurants, bars, barber shops, tailor
shops, funeral businesses and small construction firms. 

However, the Mexican American community re -
mained an isolated society which was restricted as far
as growth and integration into the broader social sys-
tem were concerned. This isolation, the type of
employment and the settlement and residential pat -
terns all dictated that the education of children and
future leaders would be negatively effected. Harvesting
seasons and the use of children in the fields as sup -
plemen tal labor precluded their full education. Various
forms of segregation were encountered: the separation
of schools, restrictive covenants on property, segre-
gated restaurants, barbershops, theaters and swimming
pools. Mexican laborers worked at lower wages than
Mexican Americans and were used as strike breakers
by employers. For this reason and for reasons deriving
from local prejudices, Mexican Americans were not
allowed to join unions. However, they did become
labor strikers and members of unions in the copper
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One of the Día de los Muertos dances celebrating the
dead.  Men and women cross-dress for this dance.
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mines of Arizona and in the strawberry fields of Califor-
nia. Chicanos later also created their own unions, with
as many as 40 units in the agricultural field at one time
in California. 

The development of industrial agriculture, the build-
ing of dams in the west, of railroads and of a national
system of high ways all contributed to the demand for
labor. Also capital in vestments, loans, trading relation-
ships and new commercial enterprises continued the
pattern of dependence and interdepend ence which
characterize relations between the Latin American
countries and this one. During all this time, the emigra-
tion from the three main sources was but a trickle com-
pared to what it would  become during World War I
and after World War II. The World War I period wit-
nessed the arrival of the first real wave of migration.
Economic conditions in Puerto Rico and political and
economic factors in Mexico acted as push factors,
while the economic activity which accompanied the
war effort drew laborers to the United States. Most of
these were single males who worked in agriculture. 

The Great Depression
Mexicans and Mexican Americans suf fered the

effects of being ethnics at the bottom of the social and
economic rung during the Great Depression. The wide-
spread unemployment, the closing of many businesses,
the midwestern „Dust Bowl‰ drought, the migration of
farmers and laborers to California, all had a domino
effect on the well being, employ ment and stability of
the Chicano population.  About 1/2 million Mexicans
were deported or voluntarily left during the Repatria -
tion of the 1930s. They were viewed as competing for
jobs with „real Americans‰ and as a drain on public
support funds.  Every where they were almost com-
pletely replaced as farm laborers by dust bowl workers,
except in Texas, but even there the Mexican-born pop-
ulation declined by almost 40 percent. Eight thousand
small farm holders lost their properties in New Mexico.
This economic strife was reflected in heightened preju-
dice, discrimi nation by Anglos and public institutions
alike, with repression being reflected by law enforce-
ment agencies, especially the feared Texas Rangers.
One joke which is circulated among Mexican Ameri-
cans and sympathetic Texans is: „Did you know that
every Texas Ranger has Mexican blood?‰ After a mo -
mentary pause to get a reaction from the listener, the
joke teller says „on his boots.‰ The joke alludes to two
important factors in Mexican American-Texan relations:
the fear by the Texan of genetic con tamination from a
supposed inferior „blood line‰ and a reference to the
sometimes brutal repression and strike-breaking activi-
ties of the Texas Rangers.

The Second World War
In bad times Mexican workers were de ported and in

good times they were invited back to work.  The pat-
tern continued during and after the second World War.
The coming of World War II precipitated the move-
ment of Mexican workers to the United States again
because of a labor shortage caused by increased
industri alization and the loss of workers to the draft and
the military forces. They not only came as workers, but
350,000 Mexicans and Mexican Americans served in
the Armed Forces, many with distinguished records.
Seventeen medals of honor were awarded to Mexican
Americans, and many report with glee that 5 of the 14
medals awarded to Texans went to TexMex soldiers.
After the second World War, the expansion of indus-
trial work opportunities provided new job experiences
comparable to those acquired in the Armed Forces.
Tension and discriminati on, as well as conflict with sol -
diers and the legal institutions were especially prevalent
during the early 1940s.  The so-called Zoot Suit Wars
are remembered by Mexican Americans because open
war was declared on them, espe cially those who wore
the long draped coats and pegged pants which charac-
terized them in Los Angeles and elsewhere.  Instead of
protecting those being beaten, the police stood aside,
and arrested the victims after the fight was over.

Despite some of these negative events, World War
II proved to be a watershed for the Mexican Ameri-
can.  Positions of high rank held in the Armed Forces,
high paying and important jobs held in industry, world-
wide travel which exposed them to differ ent, usually
more open, social relations with greater equality, the
benefits of the GI Bill of Rights which allowed for con-
tinued education and loans for small business starts, all
raised the self esteem of the Mexican American and
pushed them into greater participation in American
Society. The GI Forum, one of the outgrowths of the
second World War, and other voluntary associa tions
were formed to help defend the Mexican AmericanÊs
rights to better education, housing, desegregated
facilit ies and business es, for equal participation in poli-
tics and daily life, and things would not be the same
again. Renewed activism occurred in labor organiza-
tions and these were reflected in changed occupa -
tional participation.

From Post War Years to Present
From the second World War through the early

1960s another boom period occurred, and workers
were eagerly sought, recruited and welcomed. The
Bracero Program was commenced in 1942 as a result
of an agreement between the two countries, with
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200,000 workers recruited to work in 21 states, partic-
ularly welcomed annually to its harvest fields. The pro-
gram was restarted in 1951 because of the Korean
War and continued until 1964, peaking in 1959 when
400,000 work ers were recruited under this program,
accounting for 26 percent of all agricultural workers in
1960. But when the economy cooled after this period
and almost slowed to a stop after that until the present
time, migration has been discouraged. The problem of
undocumented workers, however, continues to create
problems for American unions, liberals, and humanitari-
ans alike.

What economists call the „Great U-Turn,‰ and
described by Hinojosa-Ojeda in his essay, refers to the
60% rise in earnings from 1947 to 1973 followed by a
reversal from 1973 to 1987 which saw an income
decline of 15%. This was accompanied by a dampen-
ing of the economy with a reduction in the production
growth of the postwar period of from 2.4 percent annu-
ally to 0.8 percent in 1973. This event reflected more
strongly on Latino groups than on others, particularly in
widening the income gap between White and Latino
males and between White and Latino females. It was a
period which has been called the feminization of labor,
or the feminization of poverty, because women began
to work more than they had in previous periods and to
replace men in many activi ties in the labor market, and
also because the bad economic times began to show in
the impoverishment of women and children, par -
ticularly ethnic and minority women and children.  This
fall in wages occurred while the percentage of the
labor force for Lati nos was actually increasing. During
this period of a down turn in the economy there were
periodic roundups of undocumented workers by the
Border Patrol, leading to Operation Wetback when
more than 3.8 million were expelled, possibly some
more than once. Civil rights violations occurred.

The picture of the economic status of Latinos pro -
vided by Hinojosa-Ojeda can be attributed to factors
which are described by him, Chavez, Chavira, Arvisu,
and Vigil and Long in this volume. The problem lies in
the diminishing returns from the educational system for
Latinos. Fewer Latinos finish high school and go on to
college than practically any other group in this country.
In an economic system which demands higher levels of
education and training as time passes, this is a fact
which does not bode well for the future and is reflected
in income inequal ity among ethnic and gender groups.
A clear decline in economic participation and income
equality has occurred among Latino groups. That is to
say, Latino workers compared to White workers have
demonstrated a downward mobility in types of jobs
held and with lower salaries in recent times. The recent
migration of Cubans and Mexicans with poorer educa-

tional and skill levels has been a factor in this statistical
position, but poorer education and discrimination con-
tinue to take there toll.

The Latin American National Legacy 
During the 1820s and 1830s, the Spanish colonies in

Central and South America became independent
nations. The northern por tion which was the viceroyalty
of New Spain now became part of the new country of
Mexico when it received its independence in 1821. In
the next few years, Central American countries sepa-
rated from Mexico. Each of the Latin American contribu-
tors of migrants to the United States provides its people
with a special legacy. This is most clearly demonstrated
in the chapter in this volume by the Suarezes, who dis-
cuss the special problems of adaptation of Guatemalans
to this country, the guilt of leaving their rela tives behind
in dangerous situations, while they are studying or work-
ing in this country. This national legacy overlies the His -
panic legacy at the time the migrant comes to the
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A woman dances with „La Muerte,‰ one of the charac-
ters symbolizing death at the celebration of El Día de
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United States. And what happens after that depends
upon the different migration histories and relationships
developed within the United States in terms of regional
economy and culture. Puerto Ricans, for exam ple, are
citizens of the United States because Puerto Rico has
commonwealth status. This means that they can come
and go between mainland and island as they please.
Over the years this migratory pattern has produced a
residual, or permanent Puerto Rican popu lation of sev-
eral million in a major urban area in this country. 

Cubans were political refugees in the beginning of
this century, but only a few thousand actually migrated
to this coun try, mostly as merchants and cigar manu-
facturers to the Tampa area in Florida. It was not until
the Communist Castro revolution in the 1950s that
there were large numbers of migrants, all political, from
that country. Because of their special status, and due to
the Cold War which existed between this country and
the Communist sphere, Cuban migrants received a
treatment which is unparalleled in migration history in
the United States. They were given transportation, edu-
cational, refugee and other serv ices in assisting their
emigration. Dominicans and other Central Americans
have been economic and political refugees, and, with
their closeness to Puerto Rico, have had  easy access
to regions of the eastern seaboard. Like Mexicans, they
have been largely undocume nted workers, coming to
this country for economic rea sons. Mexicans have a
longer migration history than the other Latinos partially
due to the physical proximity of their country, but also
because of the disparity in income and standard of liv-
ing between Mexico and the United States.

Emigrants from the Caribbean
The peoples of the Caribbean speak Spanish, Eng-

lish, French and a creolized variation of these languag -
es. Only the Spanish-speaking migrants are of inter est
to this discourse·the people who come from Cuba,
Puerto Rico and the Dominican Republic. Up until
1970 only about one million migrants had come to the
United States from the Carib bean. Since then there
have been about 6 million according to some esti-
mates. Most of these arrived under the provisi ons of
the immigration act which allowed the relatives of
migrants to enter the United States, and after 1965
which permitted migration only if there were insuffi-
cient workers of a particular occupation in the place
where the migrant expected to move.

Socialist Cuba
With the advent of the Castro-led socialist revolution

in 1959 a great change occurred.  Those persons who

were highly educated and who occupied high posi-
tions in the social, political and economic system left
for the United States.  Plantati ons and other lands were
confiscated and distrib uted to the poor or made into
state operated farms.  Rental properties were turned
over to renters.  Foreign property was also confiscated.
Disagreement occurred with the United States, embar-
goes were placed on imports and exports, a central
planning socialist system was created and Cuba moved
into the Russian orbit of trade and influence. Although
Russia subsidized Cuban sugar and other economic
enterprises, and became its major trading partner,
Cuban leaders claimed that there was little other influ-
ence and no Russian ownership of Cuban businesses. 

Conditions have not always been best for all groups
under socialist rule. But most Cubans, especially the
lower classes, have enjoyed relatively higher economic
standards. In contrast to what prevailed before Castro,
the poorest 40 percent of the popula tion now con-
trolled 20 percent of the total income compared to six
percent in 1953, and the wealthiest 20 percent of the
population received 35 percent of the income in 1973
compared to 60 percent in 1953 (Boswell and Curtis
1984, 23). Rents have been lowered, home ownership
is higher, the disparity between the rural and urban
areas has lessened, unemployment has been reduced,
social services are more readily available and subsi-
dized.  In the wake of the second Russian revolut ion in
1990, with its power and support for its satellites
disappeari ng, it will be interesting to see what happens
to socialist Cuba. 

There have been other changes in socialist Cuba,
but this is not the place to review them.  The interest
has been in Spanish, not socialist, Cuba, because the
assessment of changes and adap tations made by
Cuban Americans in the United States are made in
comparison to a baseline which is mostly Spanish and
American. It was the Spaniards who introduced an
agrarian economy and class distinctions.  It was the
Americans who created a dependent capitalist econ-
omy which nurtured the social  system which
spawned the first Cuban migrants to the United
States in the early 1960s. And these have been the
two primary legacies of Cuban Americans until recent
times.

Cuban Migrations 
The first post-Castro Cubans represent one of the

most unusual migrations in the history of the United
States.  Cubans, at least in the first decade of their
entry, were welcomed as refugees from an oppressive
government and provided with aid programs to reset-
tle, adapt and educate themselves. Additional ly, unlike
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other Hispanic migrants they were experienced in busi-
ness and industry, were of higher class, independent,
had high socioeconomic goals and were competitive.
They aggressive ly sought to learn English and other
new skills and this attitude has been reflected in their
remarkable adaptational and economic success. They
have had a tremendous influence on the local socie ty
where they have settled, infusing Hispanic culture, cre-
ating economic opportunities for themselves and oth-
ers, and providing a different picture of Hispanics than
has been provided by others. 

Migration History
Why Cubans have migrated to the United States in

preference to some other Spanish-speaking country
with an Hispanic culture in place is a good question.
One reason for this preferred migration has been the
close physical proximity of the United States, perhaps
as little as 90 miles.  But the pri mary reason, at least for
the migration that occurred after the Castro revolution,
is the close class and economic ties between Cuban
business and upper class persons with people of the
same category in the United States.  Thirdly, this coun-
try dominated the economy, technology and cultural
influence of the capitalist class in Cuba for over a cen-
tury before Castro as explained earlier. 

In the years before 1959, Cubans had represented
only a trickle of immigrants to the U. S. The 1950 U. S.
Census listed only about 34,000 Cubans in the United
States, a relatively meager number which increased to
about 40,000 in 1958. Some had been political
refugees from the strife caused by attempts to gain
independence from Spain before the turn of this cen-
tury. Others had been economic opportunists such as
the cigar manufacturers who established this industry
in Key West, Tampa and New York in the prior cen-
tury. Still others had come to join their families. This
pattern changed drastically after the overthrow of the
Batista government by Fidel Castro and the establish -
ment of a socialist regime. From 1959 to 1980, almost
700,000 Cubans migrated to the United States.

In this time span, Cuban migrants arrived in several
waves.  The first stage lasted from January, 1959, to
October, 1962, and included about 155,000 emigres,
but some estimates go as high as 215,000. Commercial
flights were used as the primary means of exiting Cuba.
The end of this stage came in 1962 when commercial
flights were suspended between the two countries as a
result of the missile crisis. The second stage of Cuban
migration lasted from 1962 to 1965, and was marked by
a diminished migration of about 30,000, but included
some political prisoners and their families. The third stage
between December, 1965, and June, 1973, began when

Castro proclaimed that henceforth all persons with rela-
tives and, later, all those wishing to go to the United
States would be allowed to depart. Some 285,000
Cubans took advantage of this opportunity. In 1974 and
1975, the attorney general permitted another 20,000
Cuban exiles living in Spain to enter the United States
during a liberalization of immigration requirements. 

The early arrivals included so-called batistianos, per-
sons from the upper and middle class affected by the
revolution, and a little later upper-level managers and
employees of large national and international busi-
nesses, all of whom acquired visas easily. They were
generally people of light skin color and good education
(Dominguez 1975, 21-24). Later migrants have equal-
ized the demographic profile of Cuban Americans
because they have come from the lower working
classes, representing skilled and un skilled workers, per-
sons with lesser education, Blacks and the elderly. 

The more recent migration from Cuba·the so called
Marieli tos who came after 1980, have continued this
equalization. The Marielitos numbered about 125,000,
26,000 of whom had criminal records, many for petty
or political crimes, and about 5 percent of whom were
hard core criminals, persons with mental illness, homo-
sexuals, prostitutes and elderly and disabled persons.
It appeared that Castro had used the Marielito emi-
grated to rid Cuba of unwanted and burdensome
persons. Di stu rban ces at various refugee camps where
the Marielitos were temporarily held prior to reloca-
tion, and a series of violent crimes in New York and
Miami called attention to this attribute of the most
recent Cuban migrants. 

This last migration came at a time of American reces-
sion and high unemployment. The result was that,
unlike the prior events of populat ion influx which
elicited sympathy and assistance from Americans, this
one caused antipathy and prejudice. The American
press sensationalized the most violent of these cases,
and feel ings of discrimination and prejudice were pro-
jected on to the general Cuban American population.
This situation was not as conducive to good adaptation
as prior conditions. Additionally, other problems of
adjustment were caused because the Marielitos over-
represented males (70 percent), blacks (20 percent),
and a greater proportion were single and unemployed
than those of prior migrations.

The exodus from Cuba has been characterized as
being politi cal, consisting of persons leaving an oppres-
sive environment. Intervi ews with the migrants indicate
that 20 percent left be cause they feared imprisonment.
Another 20 percent indicated that harassment and per-
secution for not supporting the Castro govern ment
was a reason for their migration. Thirty seven percent
disa greed with government activities or communism,
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only six percent left because of a loss of employment
or possessions, and the remainder for other reasons
(Boswell and Curtis 1984, 43).

Culture and Community 
Because of their need for assistance from fellow Lati-

nos, the fact that few spoke English, and the need to
be near rela tives, enclaved Hispanic communities were
created by migrants all over the United States. This
meant living in segregated residen tial communities,
working in mostly skilled and unskilled jobs and
depending upon families and relatives for financial and
emotional support.  In the discussion which follows, we
highlight only the Cuban experience because of a lack
of space. Many of the characteristics of the Mexican
American community have been described elsewhere
in this essay and in many of the essays in this volume,
especially by Vigil and Long.

The Cuban Community
The Cuban American experience did not repeat com-

pletely the ethnic ordeal or discriminatory exclusion
from employment, education and housing suffered by
other ethnic and Hispanic groups in their migratory his-
tory.  Cubans, more than many other American ethnic
groups, tend to segregate from non-Cuban populations.
Studies in Dade County, Florida, for example have
shown that Cubans are isolated from other Latinos
(Mexicans and Puerto Ricans), Blacks, Jews and non-
Latin whites. In fact, many refer to „white flight‰ to
describe the movement of whites from places where
Cubans settle, but this movement to outlying and sub-
urban areas is a situation which had started before the 
arrival of Cubans (Boswell and Curtis 1984, 68).

Cuban culture is probably better preserved in Ameri-
can Cuban communities than in Cuba itself because of
the broad scale changes which have occurred there in
consonance with the social ist revolt. A rich entertain-
ment life highlights popular music, dancing, classical
music and festivals honoring special reli gious or
national days. Miami has even been able to commer-
cialize this by highlighting  a section of town known as
„Little Havana.‰ Restaurants feature Cuban foods gro-
ceries stock traditional foods, and small industries sup-
port other necessities of the Cuban life. Artists exhibit
in Miami galleries. Original plays and musical produc-
tions in Spanish are directed and played by Cubans.
Artists and actors, comedians such as Desi Arnaz who
was the directing force behind the successful televis ion
show „I Love Lucy,‰ and others have kept Cuban artis-
tic skills before the American public for many years.
Musicians such as Xavier Cugat, Arnaz, Perez Prado, to

mention only the most prominent, have introd uced
new music and dance to the United States. Some of
these have included the rumba in the 1930s, the
mamba of the 1940s, the chachacha of the 1950s. The
last named is probably most easily remembered in the
tunes by Perez Prado called „Cherry Pink and Apple
Blossom White‰ and „Patricia.‰ Cubans have been
prominent in sports, particularly baseball, but also in
other sports.

Miami and Florida have also been changed because
of the strong Cuban economy. Almost one-third of the
businesses and 40 percent of the industry are Cuban
owned and 75 percent of the work force in construc-
tion is Cuban. In 1980 there were 18,000 Cuban
owned businesses, and 25,000 Cuban garment work-
ers, 3,500 doctors, 500 lawyers, 60 car dealerships,
500 supermarkets and 250 drug stores·all Cuban. This
is only part of the picture. The Cuban community earns
an aggregate income of over 2.5 million dollars. Also
20 percent of the Miami banks are controlled by
Cubans, with 16 of 62 bank presidents and 250 vice-
presidents (Bean and Tienda 1987, 32). Any store one
visits in the region is staffed by Spanish-speaking
Cubans. There are more Hispanic owned businesses in
the Miami standard metropolitan area than any other
in the United States, except for the Los Angeles-Long
Beach standard metropolitan statistical area (SMSA)
(Boswell and Curtis 1984, 86-87). No small part of this
success is attributable to ethnic preference in hiring
and a felt obligation to help fellow Cubans. That they
have had an enormous economic, politi cal, social and
cultural impact on the communities where they have
settled is evident. Cubans have made remarkable
adjustments to living in the United States and shown
rapid upward socioeco nomic mobility.

MiamiÊs economic structure has been radically changed
by the presence of Cuban Americans.  Because of the His-
panic culture and predominance of a Spanish-speaking
population, and its Cuban dominated and owned busi-
nesses, Miami has become a prominent center for bank-
ing, commerce and trade for Latin America. In this role it
has become the headquarters for a large number of multi-
national corporations who do business in Latin America.
As much as one-third of all economic trade, amounting to
almost five million dollars with Latin America, origin ated in
this area in 1978, and this proportion has continued to
increase in recent years. There are nine Latin Chambers of
Commerce to assist in this business. 

Little Havana (Miami)
Cuban Americans are indeed a very unusual Ameri-

can ethnic group.  They are most unusual in their cre-
ation in Miami of what has been called „Little Havana,‰
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„Havana North,‰ or the „Cuban Capital of America,‰ a
region which forms part of the large urban Cuban pop-
ulation in Dade County, Florida. Estimates are that
there are over 700 or 800 thousand today. Most of the
recent migrants have either settled in or returned to
the Miami area after being settled elsewhere by the
Refugee program. Everything has been affected by the
Cuban presence·business, schools, housing, the inter-
national economy, politics and, above all, culture.

The settlement of the metropolitan area has followed
a pattern of ethnic development beginning with the
establishment of a core community, followed by rapid
expansion into outlying areas. Later, the core becomes
the point of entry for subsequent migrants. For the
Miami area, besides the core community, there are
three other areas: a middle area character ized by better
housing and more space, a contiguous area known as
the fringe and a series of outlying clusters of ethnic
enclaves (Jordan and Rountree 1982, 276-78). The vast
majority of early migrants settled in the core commu-
nity area, which came to be called Little Havana, an
area measuring approximately four square miles near
the central business district. This was an area which
was in the process of being abandoned and housing
was cheap. Other Cubans had established prior resi-
dency and newcomers could depend on relatives to
help them find housing and jobs.  It was close to down-
town and churches, schools, markets, restaurants, and
other small businesses were readily available. The core
of the area is occupied by the lower, working classes
and the fringe and outlying clusters by more affluent
members, corresponding to social and ethnic class divi-
sions which Gordon (1964) has labeled ethclasses. The
fringe suburban communities formed in this proc ess
include Hialeah, another working class neighborhood,
Sweet water and Miami Beach. Today there are Cubans
found in every census tract in the region with a half
dozen having more than 50 percent Cuban population.
Hialeah and Sweetwater have had Cuban mayors.

One can buy anything from a variety of Cuban busi-
nesses·prescriptions (modern and santería), herbs,
tradi tional foods, typical shirts and other dress, services
from doctors and lawyers, pharmacists and dentists,
beauticians, and other services and products. How-
ever, Cuban economics and business are not the only
evidence of Cuban culture present in Little Havana.
There are cultural events such as fiestas, carnivals, spe-
cial parks where old men play dominoes all day, parks
dedicated to the memory of the fallen men of the fatal
Bay of Pigs invasion, a José Martí Park, and parks dedi-
cated to other old heroes and where past presidents
are buried. The visual ambience is very Cuban, or at
least very Latin American, for there are mixtures of
other Hispanic cultures found in Little Havana.

The business activities of Little Havana are located
along two streets, of which Calle Ocho is the most
commanding, since it divides the region and is the
major street along which Cuban business and culture
exist in Miami. Although the architecture is not pre-
dominantly Spanish, there is enough in signs, lamp-
posts, tile and other decorat ive motifs to provide a
clue. Neon signs in Spanish announce „Joyería, Fer-
retería, Mueblería, Farmacia, Mercado, Zapatería,‰ and
other businesses and services. Many of the businesses
have Cuban or other Spanish adjectives as part of their
names. Maps of Cuba, posters of José Martí, an -
nouncements in Spanish, Cuban flags, pictures of
patron saints are indicators of the Cuban culture which
dominates. The supermarkets with their Spanish-speak-
ing workers and the small grocery stores which dot
each block are marked by signs announcing that
Cuban products are available. Street vendors have
fresh fish, fruits, and vegeta bles and poultry available.
All pharmacies can ship medical supplies to Cuba;
small signs indicate „Envíos de medicinas a Cuba‰.
Health clinics are staffed by Cuban doctors. Also pre-
sent are „botanicas,‰ which sell items for ritualistic pur-
poses in the santería cult including herbs, ointments,
oils, sprays, potions and a variety of other notions
required. Flower shops, bookstores, car dealershi ps,
banks, gift shops, jewelry stores, travel agencies, movie
houses with Spanish language films, not to mention
restaurants and cafeter ias, all line the streets surround -
ing la Calle Ocho. Furniture stores abound with lines of
chairs along the front and loitering is welcome. Coca
Cola, McDonalds and other signs and businesses, how-
ever, attest to the amalgam which Cuban American
culture represents. Even so, Boswell and Curtis (1984,
91) proclaim that „it is possible for a Cuban who lives
in Little Havana and speaks only Spanish to shop, dine
out, be medically cared for, attend church, school,
shows and thea ters, die and be buried without a word
of English being uttered.‰ They could have easily added
„be born, baptized, educated, married, give birth,‰ and
whatever else is necessary to fill out the life cycle in the
Cuban American community.

The physical environment is not all that marks the
community as Cuban. For a full appreciation of the
Latin American and Cuban cultural atmosphere, we
must turn to the descriptions pro vided by Boswell and
Curtis (1984, 89, 91) taken from reports of the Miami
Herald of 1983 describing fiestas, particularly the
Miami Carnival and the Open House of Calle Ocho. 

On a sultry Sunday in early March, 1983, a
15-block stretch of S.W. Eighth Street („Calle
Ocho‰) . . . has been closed to vehicular traf-
fic in preparation for la fiesta. In place of cars
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and buses moves a river of humanity, flowing,
bobbing, strutting, and dancing to the infec-
tious rhythms of salsa that fill the air. Bursting
onto one of the many stages where over 40
bands will perform during the day and well
into the night is the famous Cuban singer,
Celia Cruz. Dressed in a bright green ruffled
outfit, the „queen of salsa‰ grasps the micro-
phone and begins to sing in a thun derous
voice: Come down, come down to Miami.
Come down, come down to Miami. The audi-
ence packed around the bandstand roars its
approval and instantly hands begin to clap
and hips start swaying. Nearby, an old man
wearing a straw hat, guayabera shirt, baggy
pants, and Nike track shoes breaks into a solo
rhumba.  Colorfully clad comparsa dancers
prance by as conga lines over 50 people long
snake through the crowd that fills the narrow
street from sidewalk to side walk. At various
intervals along the mile-and-a-half route are
dance troups and folkloric groups from Brazil,
the Bahama Islands, Colombia, Peru, and
Trinidad and Tobago. On one corner the
sounds of reggae blast forth as the Bahamian
goobay dance group, the Sunshine
Junkanoos, perform in a rainbow of papier-
mache costumes. Down the street the Latin-
Caribbean flavor gives way to American
popular culture at the Ronald McDonald and
Burger King shows. Lining the sidewalk are
hundreds of exhibits and displays featuring
painting and crafts, boxing and weight-lifting,
cooking and karate. Most of all, there are
booths offering food and drink. At one the
fare is pan con lechón (pork sandwiches),
black beans and rice, guarapo (sugar cane
juice) and Hei neken beer. At another there
are hamburge rs, hot dogs, Coca-Cola and
Coors beer. Next to it, a Bahamian woman
sells conch fritters, pigeon peas and rice, and
Budweiser beer. Estimates of the size of the
crowd range from 600,000 to 750,000; the
latter figure is more than twice the total popu-
lation of the City of Miami. One thing about
the crowd, however is certain: most are
Cuban-Americans. Overhead flies a helicopter
pulling a sign that they can relate to. It reads, 
„Miami es para mí‰ (Miami is for me).

African and Indigenous Legacies
Only a brief development, other than what has been

said above summarily, can be made in the limited

space available of the subject of the African and indige-
nous legacies of Latinos. Early migrants to the northern
hemisphere also included the Black slaves and inden-
tured Indian workers or soldiers and servants. Hispanic
settlers interming led genetically and culturally with the
American Indian and African groups they encountered.
Like wise, the indigenous and Black groups were heav-
ily influenced, passing over into the Hispanic culture,
or amalgamating Hispanic institutions and material cul-
ture into new cultural assemblages. „Mestizaje‰ (race
mixture) has greatly interes ted anthropolo gists, histori-
ans and sociologists. Some writers and politicians use it
in a racist manner to indicate the inferiority of the
„impure‰ mixtures.  The miscegenation of ethnic and
national groups has been a part of all wars of conquest
and even of casual commercial or other contacts
between different groups. The his torical study of the
formation of various nations which include Spaniards,
Anglo-Saxons, Germans and Americans, clearly dispels
as mythology the notion of the purity of „races.‰ Physi-
cal an thropologists and geneticists have demonstrated
that the genetic purity of ethnic groups is rare, and at
best insignificant in light of their greater similari ties as
members of a single spe cies of one human race. 

The Ethnic Legacy
Perhaps, the most important legacy for the Latino

(and for other ethnics) is the one which has the most
immediate impact on life and living·the ethnic experi-
ence. The ethnic experience is one which has been
developed over generations of adjustment and adapta-
tion by family and friends. It is a separate culture shared
with other ethnics of the same background, a culture
which includes rules and ways of exploring, adjusting,
learning the Anglo-American way under special
circumstanc es. It constitutes separating, mixing, and
compartmentaliz ing aspects of Hispanic and prior-
national cultures within the context of Anglo-American
habits and ways. The ethnic experience is a culture
which is passed on in the socialization process to sub-
sequent generations. It also separates Latinos in the
United States from their rela tives and friends in the
country of origin. This is the legacy which comes from
the establishment of ethnic enclaves and commu nities
in the United States.

There is a need to make a distinction between the
American and the ethnic legacies. The distinction is a
fine one. We see the American legacy as learning all
those things which make one an American in the
United States. These are the non-Hispanic elements·
the English language, voting behaviors, working in
American institutions and other similar activities. An eth-
nic who assimilates, or a non-ethnic American, would
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have learned or become enculturated into the Ameri-
can experience. Unfortunately, this is not the usual case
for Latinos. Acculturation into the American legacy is
only partial, limited, or compartmentalized, with some
of the other legacies remaining for many generations.
The ethnic experience, on the other hand, may involve
many of the same institutions and behaviors as found in
the American legacy, but the participation and learning
is done under special circum stances·prejudice and dis-
crimination, domination, a state of being a minority
member, with disadvantages present in the system
which influence the ethnic experience. 

In some regions of this country the ethnic
experience in cludes a history of agricultural work, of
being braceros, wet backs, la Migra, border patrols, a
working class experience and lower class activities
such as watching boxing matches.  It means visiting rel-
atives in another country, of having a mother country
which is helpless in solving economic and political
problems which cause migration. It means having
lower educational and occupational skills than others,
of being placed in a second class position, of being

inadequately bilingual in two languages, and of being
forbidden to speak Spanish on the school grounds and
in workplaces. It is also a culture of poverty, being
there or still having relatives there, of participating in a
culture of discrimination, of violence and of having a
sociology of wide ranging problems with oneÊs ethnic
group at the bottom of the social scale in all measures.
It means acculturation to the use and misuse of the
welfare system, of being domestic servants and day
laborers, or having relatives or parents who are or
were there, of unemployment, or seasonal employ-
ment, substandard hous ing and of criminal activities,
either directly or peripherally because friends and rela-
tives are involved in all these things. This is the ethnic
legacy to which Latinos are socialized in America.

The ethnic legacy is not all negative, however. Those
negative elements cited above have a strong influence
in dictating the quality of life of the LatinoÊs life in the
United States. Discussed in other chapters are such
positive, strength engendering qualities as loyalty to
friends, a strong supportive nuclear and extended fam-
ily, close and loving interactions between parents and

2-4

Thelma Jlagroo, a mother, stands before her sonÊs prize-winning truck named „Wrapped with Envy.‰  This family spon-
sored truck has won numerous low-rider contests.  (Photo by Thomas B. Weaver.)
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children, well developed male and female characteris-
tics which provide caretaking and nurturing strengths
to each gender, a strong philosophy deriving from a
centuries old religion, mysticism and spirituality, a
great, nutritious culinary inventory, fiestas and a joy of
life, the enrichment bequeathed by another cultural
and linguistic tradition, and a rich literature, art, theater,
music, poetry, and history. When these positive charac-
teristics are working together, they provide a unifying
and satisfactory life, even in the face of adversity.

Conclusions: The Legacy of Racism
In this essay we have explored the topic of the lega-

cies which the Latino experiences. There is the His-
panic legacy, on which most writers focus. But there
are also Latin Ameri can national legacies, which are
experiences learned in the country of origin, and the
children of migrants hear about and learn something of
them. African and indigenous legacies refer to part cul-
tures which are intermixed with the national and other
legacies, but which have identities of their own as parts
of religious sects or curing regimens. The American his-
torical legacy is the background information to which
persons are accul turating or are learning, partially or
wholly. The center piece for Latinos, and other ethnic
minorities, however is the ethnic experience. One of
the differences between persons of Hispanic or Latin
American origin who come to this country as adults
and those who have lived here or have been socialized
here is that they have not learned or experienced the
ethnic process. Mexicans in Mexico are not ethnics
(unless they are Indians or other minorities), but when
they cross the border they become ethnics. But they
still have to suffer the ethnic experience, that is, live,
work and think as an ethnic.

Hispanics have suffered much discrimination in the
United States. They fit into the category which is favored
as a target of racism·people of color who are not quite
white, or better yet, dark persons who do not speak Eng-
lish, or do so with an accent, individuals with non-Anglo-
Saxon names, recent arrivals and, generally, persons
with a different way of life, or with strange looking rela-
tives. The history of racism in the United States began
with the American Indian and has coursed through reli-
gious groups such as Quakers, Mormons, the Protestant
sects, Catholics and ethnic or national groups such as
Scandinavians, Germans, Italians, Jews, Blacks and
through all the varieties of Asians and now, Hispanics. 

Whatever economic and political gains have been
made by Latinos in comparison to what they had in the
country of origin did not mean equality with other
Americans. Mexican Americans, Puerto Ricans and
other Latinos are still over-represented in the lower

level unskilled and semi-skilled jobs and under-repre -
sented in the upper scale employment levels such as
lawyers, professors and managers. Likewise, income
averages still lag far behind their American fellow citi-
zens. This inequality is paral leled and has as its base
low educational levels and achieve ment.  Historically,
Latinos have experienced educational segre gation and
unequal opportunity. Low expenditures, segregated
schools, the poorest teachers and facilities, poor
teacher-stu dent ratios and other such factors have
been part of the pic ture. Also, they have been under-
represented as elected officials; part of the reason for
this has been poor education achievement, poor turn-
outs at the polls, lack of registration, or disinter est. This
is part of the ethnic legacy and experience.

The statist ics of poor performance and the
underlying pover ty which powers them are but
abstract discussions compared to the real experience
which brings on feelings of shame, guilt, inade quacy,
discrimination, unfairness, injustice, incompetence,
ineptness, hesitancy, helplessness, deficiency, futility,
sorrow, loneliness, of not fitting anyplace and being
out of place everywhere.  A great ambivalence is
socialized into every ethnic child who is made to feel
inadequate when faced with a foreign language and
being told that they cannot speak at school the lan-
guage they use at home. Experiencing a sense of not
belonging in school and society is only part of not hav-
ing oneÊs home culture vali dated by teachers and oth-
ers one wants to admire. Other feelings include shame
of oneÊs parents who do not dress as well or speak as
well as others, and the guilt which comes from a deep
feeling that someone should have done something
about the whole mess at home before it was public ly
exposed. Anger, too, is part of it·anger at the system
for its injustice and lack of compassion, but also
worse·at oneÊs own parents and culture for being who
and what they are.  It all begins when the Latino child
steps into school the very first day. Up to that point,
the language, food, furniture, house, car, neighborho -
od, friends, relatives and parents have all been taken
for granted by the child and accepted by everyone in
their vicin ity. These feelings begin the first day of
school, and continue for the rest of the LatinoÊs life.
This psychological state which comes from the ethnic
experience, perhaps, is the most impres sionable and
controlling legacy for Latinos in the United States.

❈
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